
Revelation 6: 

Four Horsemen 

 
Tonight, we will be dealing with the four horsemen of Rev. 6, and the 

first thing I want to say tonight is that there are two decisions before 

you: Repent or Rejoice. As you turn to Rev. 6 let me review what we’ve 

learned in the last couple of weeks. 

 

 

 



Review Last Weeks Notes: 

• In Rev. 5 there is a scroll with seven seals on it. Pastor taught us 

what this scroll probably signifies, which is the dead or will of God 

for the earth to mankind. Just as in the Old Testament, every 50 

years land would be returned to its original owners. For this to be 

done a descendant of the person would have to present a scroll 

sealed by seven witnesses, using their signet rings, and once this 

scroll was opened it would reveal the time, day, place, and people 

involved in the claiming of that land for that family.

• The seven witnesses I believe are the seven spirits of God. So 

listen, God made a deal for all of the earth and gave it to man, and 

the seven spirits of God that are found in Rev. 1:4; 3:1; 5:6 (Seven

eyes, seven horns); Zech. 4:1-14 (seven lamps, seven lips, seven 

eyes) and Isa. 11:1-31 Spirit of the Lord, Manifestation of wisdom, 

Spirit of understanding, Spirit of exhortation, Spirit of strength, 

Manifestation of knowledge, Spirit of fear of God are the ones who 

sealed the scroll. Isn’t that amazing to think about? 



The Four Horseman: 

• The White Horse 

 
o Is not Jesus, but the Antichrist  

§ Wears a crown (steffanos), victors crown, has a bow, 

and brings peace for a time according to Daniel 9:27. 



For three and a half years there will be peace, and the 

last three and a half years will be chaos.  

§ This is interesting if compared to early interpretation of 

who the antichrist could have been in John’s day. Nero 

was the emperor of Rome from 54 CE – 68 CE. The 

beginning of his reign was quite peaceful, but around 

the with or 6th year of his reign he became very 

sporadic. He killed friends, family, politicians, and 

perpetuated sodomy, tyranny, and the horrific 

persecution of the Christians. He blamed the Christians 

for a fire that consumed up to 2/3’s of the city of Rome 

and would have Christians covered in tar and lit on fire, 

which was a common punishment for arson, and would 

put them in his garden to bring light to his dinner table. 

After so long of these atrocities the praetorian guard 

and senate declared him a public enemy and banished 

him. 

§ There are two rumors of what happened to him: 1) that 

he committed suicide by a sword, and 2) that he had 

fled to the land of the Parthians and was erecting an 

army to regain his throne and wreak havoc on the 

Empire for what they had done to him.  



§ The Parthians were known for riding white horses, 

being excellent bowmen, and their founder Seleucus 

was named Nikator, which means “the Victor.” 

§ So, in John’s day there was a fear of this rumor of 

“Nero Redivivus”, or Nero revived, riding on a white 

horse, holding a bow, and wearing a victor’s crown. 

§ This pattern of peace at first and then a rising of terror 

lines up with the antichrist of Rev. 6 and could possibly 

tell us how the 3 ½ years of peace leads to destruction 

in the earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• The Red Horse 

 
o Represents war 

§ Has a great and mighty sword, and the color of his 

horse represents bloodshed. This possibly could be the 

outcome of the previously mentioned idea of the 

antichrist having peace for some time, and then in 

retaliation raises an army. 

 

 

 



• The Black Horse 

 
o Represents famine 

§ Has a set of scales. 

§ Eating food according to its weight was something that 

was done during times of famine. Each person would be 

given a ration of food for the day according to weight. 



So, the set of  scales is showing how desperate the 

times will get, even to the point where a loaf of bread 

will be the cost of a day’s wages. Titus, when he 

ransacked Jerusalem in 70 CE ordered the olive trees 

and grapevines to be spared, so the rich and luxurious 

still have their lifestyle while the regular person starves. 

This could be what John was thinking about when he 

heard these things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• The Pale Horse 

 
o Represents death and hell and is the summarization of the 

preceding three horses. Pale actually means a Greek a pale 

green. But more accurately, for those who equestrianly 

inclined, this is probably a type of Blue Roan. This horse coat 



can be a blueish green and grey mix. You will understand in 

a moment why this is so important. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Four Chariots: 

Zech. 6 has four chariots pulled by four different colored horses that 

correlate to the four horsemen in Rev. 6. There are also four horses in. 

Zech. 1, but the colors are slightly different. It could be that there are 

different colors for different judgements that take place in the earth from 

time to time, but the more important point is the pattern of four. 

 

 

 



• Four Colors: 

o Red Horse 

o Black Horse 

o White Horse 

o Dappled Grey Horse (Sorrel, Spotted, etc.) 

§ Is comparable to the sickly green color of Rev. 6. 

• Verse 5 says that these four chariots represent the four winds of the 

earth. These four winds are impatient and ready to be let go. Now that 

is extremely reminiscent of the four winds being held back from 

damaging the earth in Rev. 7. So, these four winds in Rev. 7 are the 

same four multicolored horsemen of chapter 6, just like the four 

chariots pulled by multicolored horses in Zech. 6 who are said to be 

the four winds. Notice in Rev. 7 that the angels are told to hold back 

these winds until “we have marked the servants of our God with a 

seal on their forehead.” 

o Like I said at the beginning, there are two things we can do 

tonight: Repent or Rejoice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Four Winds: 

So, this sent me on a journey of finding different places where four 

winds are blowing across the earth as the judgement of God. 

 

• Zechariah 6 

o As we just said the four winds are seen in Zech. 6 getting 

ready to exact judgement upon the nations. The context of 

this is that the nations around Israel had been attacking, 

persecuting, and exiling the people of God, and now He is 

punishing them. However, God is the one who used those 

nations to persecute His people in order to bring their 

attention back to Him. His people had fallen into idolatry and 

sin, so He punished them and drew them back by the use of 

these surrounding nations, but for their part in persecuting 

God’s people they are then judged. 

§ If any of you are away from the Lord and feel like 

everything in your life is going wrong, that is wage of 

your sin punishing you, but it is also the grace of God 

trying to pull you back to Him. As I said before you can 

either Repent or Rejoice.  

 

 

 



• Jeremiah 49:36  

o Elam is being punished and essentially destroyed by the “four 

winds”. It is also interesting that Elam is a place known for 

their chariots, calvary, and bows like the Parthians. In verse 

35 in talks about breaking that bow. 

o The context here is the same as Jeremiah. God has used the 

nations around Israel and Judah to persecute them in order 

for them to turn back to Him, and in turn they are being 

punished for the part that they play. 

§ Again, you can either Repent or Rejoice. 

 

• Ezekiel 37 

o Ezekiel sees a valley of dry bones. He doesn’t realize that he 

is about to witness a resurrection of the bones of the people 

of God. This is a type and shadow of the resurrection of the 

saints to come.  

o During the blowing of the four winds the bones begin to 

rattle, they are put back together, and sinew and skin are 

stitches them together. This is a type of resurrection taking 

place. Later he takes two sticks, one for the nation of Judah 

and one for Israel, and he ties them together as one in his 

hand. Ezekiel then says that all of God’s people will be 

gathered together as one nation, never to be separated again, 



never to defile themselves again with idols, detestable things, 

or transgressions, I will save them from all the apostasies into 

which they have fallen and will cleanse them. Then they will 

be my people and I shall be their God!!! 

§ 1 Thess. 4:16-17 “For the Lord himself shall descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 

Christ shall rise first: 17 Then we which are alive and 

remain shall be caught up together with them in the 

clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so, shall we ever 

be with the Lord.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



• Daniel 7 

 
o Depicts a vision of the four winds of heaven stirring up the 

waters of “the great sea.” Out of the waters come four beasts. 

Again, four is an important number when pertaining to 

judgement. It is a number signifying totality.  



o My opinion is that these four beasts are also comparable to 

the four horsemen of Rev. 6, especially since the last of these 

three beasts could possibly have connections to the 

description of the antichrist; with the rising of a horn in the 

midst of ten horns (which correlates with the ten toes 

representing ten nations that the antichrist will reign over in 

Daniel 2), and this horn has eyes in it has an arrogant mouth. 

This beast is then destroyed as the throne of God, The 

Ancient One, descends with all of His angelic host, and then 

Jesus comes to The Ancient One to present Himself. And to 

Him was given all dominion, glory, and kingship, that all 

peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him, and His 

dominion will be everlasting!!! 

 


