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The Divided States of America  
Scripture: Luke 17:20-37 / Rev. 4:7 

 
Intro: John saw a vision of the heavenly Temple and the 
throne room. Standing at the four corners of the throne were 
four living creatures with the faces of a lion, a calf, a man and 
an eagle. According to Rev. 4:8 these living creatures 
participate in the worship of God crying, “holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty.” 
 
When Moses established the Tabernacle in the wilderness, 
God instructed the 12 tribes to be divided into four groups of 
three tribes and positioned in a particular order around the 
Tabernacle with one main tribe on each side: 

• Dan – to the north 

• Judah – to the east 

• Reuben – to the south 

• Ephraim – to the west 
 

Each tribe was given a special emblem that became the 
standard of the tribe. It was placed on a flag and flown by the 
camp in its particular order: 

• Dan – Eagle 

• Judah – Lion 

• Reuben – Man 

• Ephraim – bull or ox 
 
The nation’s capitol: The capitol is constructed around a large 
rectangular area called the Washington Mall. In the center of 

the Mall is the Washington Monument (a huge obelisk sitting 
as a memorial to our first President). 
 
Four main federal buildings make up the four main areas of 
the Mall: 

• North – Whitehouse (home of President) 

• East – Capitol Building (Where elected officials meet to 
enact legislation for the nation) 

• South – Jefferson Memorial 

• West – Lincoln Memorial 
 
The emblems of the buildings: (FIND OVERHEAD PICTURE OF 
Washington – put up)  

• Eagle (Dan - north) – for the US President 

• Lion (Judah - east) - Capitol building (Where laws are 
made – Judah is called the “lawgiver” in Psalm 60:7 

• Man (Reuben - south) – Thomas Jefferson was a Deist 
(secular humanist) who believe that there is a supreme 
being that places all control into the hands of men. 

• Ox (Ephraim - west) – Lincoln Memorial – Lincoln was 
a simple man who was raised on the frontier. During 
his administration the Civil War tore the nation apart, 
dividing the north and the south. The first battle of the 
civil war took place in Manasseh, Virginia. The tribe of 
Manasseh was camped west of the Tabernacle. The ox 
or bull was the emblem of Manasseh. The first Battle 
of Manassas was called the battle of Bull Run! 
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THE WASHINGTON MONUMENT – Before it was 
constructed it was proposed that a large temple be the 
center of the Mall. 
 

LINCOLN’S PROPHETIC WARNING: Abraham Lincoln issued 

the following prophetic warning about the menace of 

Romanism to the United States Constitution and American 

democracy: 
 
“As long as God gives me a heart to feel, a brain to think, or a 
hand to execute my will, I will devote it against that power 
which has attempted to use the machinery of the courts to 
destroy the rights and character of an American citizen. But 
there is a thing which is very certain; it is, that if the American 
people could learn what I know of the fierce hatred of the 
generality of the priests of Rome against our institutions, our 
schools, our most sacred rights, and our so dearly bought 
liberties, they would drive them away, tomorrow, from 
among us, or would shoot them as traitors. The history of the 
last thousand years tells us that wherever the Church of Rome 
is not a dagger to pierce the bosom of a free nation, she is a 
stone to her neck, and a ball to her feet, to paralyze her and 
prevent her advance in the ways of civilization, science, 
intelligence, happiness, and liberty. I do not pretend to be a 
prophet. But though not a prophet, I see a very dark cloud on 
our horizon. And that dark cloud is coming from Rome. It is 
filled with tears of blood. It will rise and increase, till its flanks 
will be torn by a flash of lightening, followed by a fearful peal 
of thunder. Then a cyclone such as the world has never seen 
will pass over this country, spreading ruin and desolation 

from north to south. After it is over, there will be long days of 
peace and prosperity; for popery, with its Jesuits and 
merciless Inquisition, will have been forever swept away from 
our country. Neither I, nor you, but our children, will see 
those things.” 

 
It is the believed that the Church of Rome instigated Lincoln’s 
assassination: 

• Plans for his murder were made in the home of Mrs. 
Surratt, a Roman Catholic.  

• Booth, the murderer, was a Roman Catholic.  
• Mr. Lloyd, who had the gun that Booth pretended he 

needed for “protection”, was a Roman Catholic.  
• Dr. Mudd, who set Booth’s fractured leg, was a Roman 

Catholic. Garrett, in whose barn Booth tried to hide, 
was a Roman Catholic.  

• It is now firmly established as historical fact that the 
death of Lincoln was announced by Roman Catholics 
several hours before it occurred at St. Joseph, 
Minnesota, forty miles from a railroad and eighty miles 
from the nearest telegraph station.  

• On his arrest Booth said: “I can never repent. God 
made me the instrument of his punishment.”  

• Prominent government officials said they had not the 
least doubt but that the Jesuits were at the bottom of 
the great iniquity.  

• Mr. Chiniquy, Colonel Edwin A. Sherman and General 
Harris, friends of Lincoln, investigated the matter and 
unequivocally affirmed that Rome was the perpetrator 
of his assassination. 
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ROME AND AMERICA – ANOTHER PROPHETIC CORRELATION 
1. Rome began as a republic and so did we 
2. Then both Rome and America became a nation among 

nations 
3. Then both became empires 
4. Both then became the most powerful nation on earth 
5. Both occupied the Middle East. 
6. Both Roman and American currencies became universal 

around the world 
7. Both became the leading voices in the world to whom 

everyone looked to make decisions 
8. Both had strong leaders 
9. Both had a Capitol Hill 
10. Both had a Senate 
11. Both peoples pledged allegiance to the flag 
12. Both built sports stadiums 
13. Both enjoyed watches races, whether chariots or 

NASCAR 
14. Both became obsessed with luxuries 
15. Both allowed homosexuality 
16. Both allowed abortions 
17. As their empire grew, the Romans overtaxed the rich, 

and there are those who want us to do that 
18. Rome invented the welfare state, and now the United 

States has one, too 
19. Rome went into decline when it tried to control three 
 

Decline of the Family 

What about the moral decline of Rome? Do we see 

parallels in America? I have addressed this in 

previous articles such as “The Decline of a Nation” 

and “When Nations Die.”{7} Let’s focus on the area 

of sexuality, marriage, and family. 

In his 1934 book, Sex and Culture, British 

anthropologist Joseph Daniel Unwin chronicled the 

historical decline of numerous cultures, including the 

Roman Empire. He found that cultures that held to a 

strong sexual ethic thrived and were more 

productive than cultures that were “sexually 

free.”{8} 

In his book Our Dance Has Turned to Death, Carl 

Wilson identifies the common pattern of family 

decline in civilizations like the Roman Empire.{9} It is 

significant how these seven stages parallel what is 

happening in America. 

1. In the first stage, men ceased to lead their 

families in worship. Spiritual and moral 

development became secondary. Their view of 

God became naturalistic, mathematical, and 

mechanical. 

2. In the second stage, men selfishly neglected care 

of their wives and children to pursue material 

wealth, political and military power, and cultural 

http://www.probe.org/site/c.fdKEIMNsEoG/b.4217933/k.664B/The_Decline_of_a_Nation.htm
http://www.probe.org/site/c.fdKEIMNsEoG/b.4220519/k.A4E6/When_Nations_Die.htm
http://www.probe.org/site/c.fdKEIMNsEoG/b.5187643/k.9C3F/Rome_and_America.htm#text7
http://www.probe.org/site/c.fdKEIMNsEoG/b.5187643/k.9C3F/Rome_and_America.htm#text8
http://www.probe.org/site/c.fdKEIMNsEoG/b.5187643/k.9C3F/Rome_and_America.htm#text9
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development. Material values began to dominate 

thought. 

3. The third stage involved a change in men’s sexual 

values. Men who were preoccupied with business 

or war either neglected their wives sexually or 

became involved with lower-class women or with 

homosexuality. Ultimately, a double standard of 

morality developed. 

4. The fourth stage affected women. The role of 

women at home and with children lost value and 

status. Women were neglected and their roles 

devalued. Soon they revolted to gain access to 

material wealth and also freedom for sex outside 

marriage. Women also began to minimize having 

sex relations to conceive children, and the 

emphasis became sex for pleasure. 

5. In the fifth stage, husbands and wives competed 

against each other for money, home leadership, 

and the affection of their children. This resulted 

in hostility and frustration and possible 

homosexuality in the children. Many marriages 

ended in separation and divorce. 

6. In the sixth stage, selfish individualism grew and 

carried over into society, fragmenting it into 

smaller and smaller group loyalties. The nation 

was thus weakened by internal conflict. The 

decrease in the birthrate produced an older 

population that had less ability to defend itself 

and less will to do so, making the nation more 

vulnerable to its enemies. 

7. Finally, unbelief in God became more complete, 

parental authority diminished, and ethical and 

moral principles disappeared, affecting the 

economy and government. Because of internal 

weakness and fragmentation, the society came 

apart. 

We can see these stages play out in the decline of 

the Roman Empire. But we can also see them 

happening before our eyes in America. 

 

Spiritual Decline 

What about the spiritual decline in Rome and 

America? We can actually read about the spiritual 

decline in Rome in Paul’s letter to the church in 

Rome. In the opening chapter he traces a 

progression of spiritual decline that was evident in 

the Hellenistic world of his time. 

1. The first stage is when people turn from God to 

idolatry. Although God has revealed Himself in 

nature to all men so that they are without excuse, 

they nevertheless worship the creation instead of 

the Creator. This is idolatry. In the past, this took 
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the form of actual idol worship. In our day, it takes 

the form of the worship of money or the worship 

of self. In either case, it is idolatry. A further 

example of this is a general lack of thankfulness. 

Although they were prospered by God, they were 

ungrateful. And when they are no longer looking 

to God for wisdom and guidance, they become 

vain and futile and empty in their imaginations. 

They no longer honor God, so their foolish hearts 

become darkened. In professing to be wise, they 

have become fools. 

2. The second stage is when men and women 

exchange their natural use of sex for unnatural 

uses. Here Paul says those four sobering words, 

“God gave them over.” In a society where lust-

driven sensuality and sexual perversion 

dominate, God gives them over to their degrading 

passions and unnatural desires. 

3. The third stage is anarchy. Once a society has 

rejected God’s revelation, it is on its own. Moral 

and social anarchy is the natural result. At this 

point God has given the sinners over to a 

depraved mind and so they do things which are 

not proper. This results in a society which is 

without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, 

and unmerciful. 

4. The final stage is judgment. God’s judgment 

rightly falls upon those who practice idolatry and 

immorality. Certainly an eternal judgment awaits 

those who are guilty, but a social judgment occurs 

when God gives a nation over to its sinful 

practices. 

Notice that this progression is not unique to the 

Hellenistic world the apostle Paul was living in. The 

progression from idolatry to sexual perversion to 

anarchy to judgment is found throughout history. 

In the times of Noah and Lot, there was the idolatry 

of greed, there was sexual perversion and 

promiscuity, there was anarchy and violence, and 

finally there was judgment. Throughout the history 

of the nation of Israel there was idolatry, sexual 

perversion, anarchy (in which each person did what 

was right in his own eyes), and finally judgment. 

Are there parallels between Rome and America? I have 
quoted from secular authors, Christian authors, and a writer 
of much of the New Testament. All seem to point to parallels 
between Rome and America. 
 


